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Little League World Series U.S. Cham-
pionships. This series began back in 
1947 and for the first time, in 2014, a 
team from Nevada represented the 
greatest Little League team in the Na-
tion. Today, I would like to honor the 
players and coaches for their tireless 
efforts in reaching their goals and for 
representing Nevada with integrity and 
hard work. 

The Mountain Ridge team, with play-
ers aged 12 to 13 years old, entered the 
Little League World Series U.S. Cham-
pionship game with a 16–0 record in 
four tournaments, outscoring oppo-
nents 184–29. The team showed its true 
dedication to the State by traveling for 
weeks, spending time away from fam-
ily and friends. Its journey began at 
the Western Regionals Competition on 
August 1 in San Bernardino, CA, and 
ended on August 25, after competing in 
the Little League World Series U.S. 
Championship game. Austin Kryszczuk, 
most noted for his batting skills, was 
labeled best player in the Little 
League World Series U.S. Champion-
ships. 

All of the players are role models for 
future generations of Nevada baseball, 
and the coaches serve as shining exam-
ples of leadership. The Mountain Ridge 
Little League team’s accomplishment 
should be noted as a special moment to 
Nevada, after being called the second- 
most successful sports team in Las 
Vegas’ history after the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas’ men’s basketball 
national championship team in 1990. 
This team did more for Nevada than 
just represent the State on the field. It 
revealed the strong community that 
Nevada has to offer with many groups 
of friends and families coming together 
to watch the games. 

I am excited to see local athletes 
bringing recognition to Nevada and the 
Las Vegas community. The Mountain 
Ridge Little League team should be 
proud to call itself the top baseball 
team in the country. I ask my col-
leagues to join me and all Nevadans in 
congratulating this team from north-
west Las Vegas for their unwavering 
dedication and honorable representa-
tion of Nevada.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING LANDRY VINEYARDS 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, small 
businesses have the unique ability to 
seamlessly fill a niche in their local 
communities. In many cases, this 
means they offer a service or product 
that is completely unique to the re-
gion. As Valentine’s Day and Mardi 
Gras quickly approach, I would like to 
honor a small business that is not 
often associated with the State of Lou-
isiana—a beautiful vineyard and win-
ery. This week’s Small Business of the 
Week is Landry Vineyards and Winery 
of West Monroe, LA. 

In 1999 with the help of their family 
and close friends, Jeff and Libby 
Landry decided to pursue their dream 
of owning and operating a vineyard. 
The Landry family started their busi-

ness by planting Blanc Du Bois grapes 
on their 2 acres in Folsom, LA. Four 
years later, they were licensed as a 
Louisiana Native Winery, which al-
lowed their wines to be shipped and 
sold across the State. After the devas-
tation of Hurricane Katrina, however, 
the Landrys moved their enterprise to 
higher ground in the hill country of 
West Monroe. Today, the wines pro-
duced at Landry Vineyards are avail-
able in over 300 stores throughout Lou-
isiana and can be purchased across the 
country by simply visiting their Web 
site. 

The Landry family has created an ex-
perience for locals and out-of-towners 
that is well worth the trip. Daily tours 
of the vineyards are available for small 
groups on golf carts, and tractor drawn 
wagons are used for the larger groups. 
The winery also provides free wine 
tastings in the nearby tasting room, 
and guests are encouraged to bring pic-
nic lunches to enjoy on the winery 
grounds. Each year the winery hosts an 
outdoor music concert series that ca-
ters to families with local bands who 
perform in all genres like Cajun, funk, 
and country blues. The 20-acre prop-
erty also serves as a popular destina-
tion for public and private events, in-
cluding weddings. 

In the last 15 years, Landry Vine-
yards has thrived despite any obsta-
cles—whether it is a natural disaster or 
burdensome regulations—in its way. As 
I work to make sure the voices and 
concerns of small business owners 
across the country are heard in Wash-
ington, the history and success of 
Landry Vineyards serve as an inspiring 
reminder of what is worth fighting for. 
Congratulations to Landry Vineyards 
and Winery for being selected as this 
week’s Small Business of the Week.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:56 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, without amendment: 

S. 1. An act to approve the Keystone XL 
Pipeline. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, in 

which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 431. An act to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the Foot Soldiers who partici-
pated in Bloody Sunday, Turnaround Tues-
day, or the final Selma to Montgomery Vot-
ing Rights March in March of 1965, which 
served as a catalyst for the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 431. An act to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the Foot Soldiers who partici-
pated in Bloody Sunday, Turnaround Tues-
day, or the final Selma to Montgomery Vot-
ing Rights March in March of 1965, which 
served as a catalyst for the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 720. An act to improve intergovern-
mental planning for and communication dur-
ing security incidents at domestic airports, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on Fi-
nance, without amendment: 

H.R. 22. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt employees with 
health coverage under TRICARE or the Vet-
erans Administration from being taken into 
account for purposes of determining the em-
ployers to which the employer mandate ap-
plies under the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act (Rept. No. 114–3). 

By Mr. BLUNT, from the Committee on 
Rules and Administration, without amend-
ment: 

S. Res. 73. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by committees of the Sen-
ate for the periods March 1, 2015 through 
September 30, 2015, October 1, 2015 through 
September 30, 2016, and October 1, 2016 
through February 28, 2017. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Daniel Henry Marti, of Virginia, to be In-
tellectual Property Enforcement Coordi-
nator, Executive Office of the President. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. SCOTT, and Mr. ROUNDS): 

S. 470. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt certain edu-
cational institutions from the employer 
health insurance mandate, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 
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